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at least its strength is diminished; the humble and dumb
humanity of the Middle Ages has been wiped out, and a
new humanity arises which sets about inquiring and
investigating with the same religious fervour it has
formerly applied to its creed and its prayers. The
cloisters which have been the refuge of those who thirst
for knowledge yield place to the universities which, in
almost every land, were simultaneously founded about
this date. These become the fortresses of free investiga-
tion, sanctuaries for poets, for thinkers, for philosophers,
for scientists, and for all who wish to study the workings
of the human mind and to lay bare its secrets. The spirit
is finding new fields in which to deploy its forces.
Humanism endeavours to bring man once more in
touch with the divine, without priestly intervention; and
gradually there emerges, tentatively at first, and then
borne forward by the self-assertion of the masses, the
world-shaking movement of the Reformation.

The turn of a century became an epochal event;
Europe had for a short space found one heart, one soul,
one will, and one desire. In its unity, in itself as a whole,
Europe felt itself paramount, and called upon by an
incomprehensible urge to bring about further and yet
further changes. The hour was propitious, unrest seethed
in every land, anxiety and impatience filled every heart;
while over everything there loomed a mysterious search
for the liberating word which would indicate the goal
towards which all were to strive. Now or never was spirit
to renew the world.
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